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THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTHTHE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH

The countdown to Trinidad's Carnival 2025 is underway,
promising an unforgettable experience filled with vibrant
music, dance, and cultural expression. Known as the “Greatest
Show on Earth,” Carnival is a celebration that blends creativity,
history, and community spirit. Rooted in the island’s colonial
past, it has evolved from a symbol of resistance and freedom
into an annual festival of self-expression. The highlight of the
festivities takes place on Carnival Monday and Tuesday, with
masqueraders filling the streets in colorful costumes, dancing
to infectious Soca rhythms. The festivities begin with the
energetic J’ouvert celebrations and continue with the Parade
of the Bands, where groups compete in creative costumes,
embodying the true spirit of Trinidad Carnival.

The music is at the heart of Carnival, with Soca driving the
rhythm of the streets and fetes. In 2025, iconic artists like
Machel Montano and Bunji Garlin, alongside emerging talents,
will keep the energy high, while the new Ultimate Soca
Champion competition promises to add excitement.
Additionally, the Panorama competition showcases the
steelpan, a symbol of Trinidad’s musical heritage, as orchestras
perform mesmerizing renditions of popular songs. Carnival-
goers can also indulge in the island’s rich culinary offerings,
from doubles to bake and shark, providing a deeper
connection to the culture. With events such as "Soca
Brainwash" and "A.M. Bush," Carnival 2025 is set to be a
vibrant, immersive experience for all. Don’t miss out on being
part of this extraordinary cultural celebration!
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THE MOKO JUMBIE MAN

JUNIOR BISNATH:

THE MOKO JUMBIE MAN

Junior Bisnath is a well-known cultural icon
and leader in the art of stilt walking in
Trinidad and Tobago.

Known locally as the "Moko Jumbie Man,"
Junior has chosen to give back to his
community by helping at-risk youths in San
Fernando and the surrounding areas with the
invaluable knowledge needed to become
professional stilt walkers. This knowledge can
be leveraged to acquire gainful employment
and become a viable source of income.

Mr. Bisnath’s passion for stilt walking began
with a love for woodworking and a keen eye
for culture. His sense of cultural stewardship
was heavily influenced by his exposure to the
world of mas and Carnival through his
upbringing in the heart of San Fernando. His
desire to create and contribute to the land he
loves so much guided his gifted hands in the
many innovative designs we see at events
today.

Junior’s work has taken him to several parts
of the world, including Germany, the USA,
Africa, and the Caribbean region. Currently,
he is working on his own heritage museum,
which houses several antiques and
collectibles from Trinidad’s storied cultural
past. 

Through his altruism, Junior is inviting
interested persons, particularly youth, to
reach out to him for free classes in stilt
walking at his academy in San Fernando. He
can be contacted via mobile at 868-364-
2706.

STAKEHOLDER SPOTLIGHT



Where To Stay?

Getting Around

VISIT US ONLINE FOR YOUR CARNIVAL NEEDSVISIT US ONLINE FOR YOUR CARNIVAL NEEDS

Things To Do?

If you are travelling to Trinidad this Carnival with
a group of 10 or less persons and need a place to
stay, check out our “Where To Stay” section of
the destination website, or reach out to reach out
to our Small Tourism Accommodation Owners’
Association of T&T at staott3@gmail.com. 

Getting around Trinidad and Tobago while here is
quite easy. The island offers several options for
transportation that include car rentals, rideshare
services, water taxi services, an inter-island ferry
and a robust public service transportation
network. To find out more about these options,
visit our “Transportation Services” section of the
website. 

Trinidad and Tobago is a very culturally diverse
and dynamic destination that is filled with a
variety of things to do. From scenic views of our
beautiful flora and fauna, to tantalizing the taste
buds with our unique cuisine, our country has
something to offer everyone. To find out more
about what the country has to offer while here,
visit our “Things To Do” section of the website.

https://visittrinidad.tt/plan-your-trip/where-to-stay/
https://visittrinidad.tt/plan-your-trip/how-to-get-around/
https://visittrinidad.tt/things-to-do/
https://visittrinidad.tt/plan-your-trip/where-to-stay/
https://visittrinidad.tt/plan-your-trip/how-to-get-around/
https://visittrinidad.tt/things-to-do/


Trinidad and Tobago’s vibrant Carnival season is set to shine even brighter with the launch of the
Ultimate Soca Champion, a groundbreaking, government-supported competition led by renowned
entertainer Jerome “Rome” Precilla. Officially announced on January 17, 2025, this highly anticipated
event boasts an impressive TT$1 million grand prize for the ultimate winner, alongside a Youth Soca
Champion category offering TT$200,000 for the top performer aged 16 to 25. Designed to
reinvigorate the local music scene, the competition fills the gap left by the International Soca
Monarch, which has been absent in recent years due to financial constraints.

Adding a fresh twist, the Ultimate Soca Champion will adopt a reality TV format, giving audiences a
behind-the-scenes look at contestants’ personal stories and musical journeys, fostering deeper fan
engagement. Auditions kick off on January 25 at the Southern Academy for the Performing Arts,
with 10 finalists, featuring both emerging and seasoned talent. While traditional categories for Power
and Groovy Soca have been removed, special prizes will still be awarded for these styles, along with
a People’s Champion chosen through public voting. The semifinals take place on February 9, and the
grand finale is slated for February 20, 2025. Carnival enthusiasts can tune into the pre-recorded
finale during Carnival week via CNC3, regional networks, and internationally on Pavilion Plus,
ensuring global visibility for Trinidad’s iconic Soca culture.

ULTIMATE SOCA CHAMPION
GET READY FOR THE 



NOW AIRING: CARNIVAL CATWALKNOW AIRING: CARNIVAL CATWALK

Tourism Trinidad proudly celebrates the launch of the highly anticipated and groundbreaking TV
series, Carnival Catwalk. Currently being streamed on the Pavilion Plus platform and pioneered by the
talented Jerome Prescilla, the series offers an immersive look into the vibrant fashion and artistry of
Trinidad and Tobago’s Carnival. Through the use of fun challenges and captivating storytelling, the
series entertains by putting Carnival design at the helm of its screenplay. 

Carnival designers from different parts of the world are pitted against each other in an elimination-
style setting where challenges are introduced to test their knowledge in costume making, design and
overall creativity. 

The series showcases Trinidad and Tobago as the world’s leading destination and cultural capital of
modern day Carnival in the world. The TV series not only elevates local talent on an international stage
but also invites global audiences to explore Trinidad and Tobago’s culture through our truly unique
offerings and sites.



CONNECTING REGIONALLY 
LIAT 20 NOW PROVIDING AIRLIFT TO POS

The return of the LIAT 20 flight to Trinidad and Tobago is a highly anticipated development for
the country's tourism sector. As the airline resumes its regional routes, it provides a significant
opportunity to boost connectivity and accessibility for both local and international travellers.
With increased air access, Trinidad and Tobago stands to benefit from a surge in visitors,
enhancing its reputation as a premier destination for both business and leisure tourism. The
resumption of flights will make it easier for travellers from across the Caribbean to explore the
cultural, historical, and natural wonders of the twin-island nation.

For travellers, this return means greater convenience and more options when planning their
vacations. As a hub for arts, music, and Carnival, Trinidad and Tobago offers visitors an
unforgettable experience. From the lively streets of Port of Spain to the serene beaches of
Tobago, the islands provide something for everyone. With LIAT 20's direct flights, tourists from
nearby islands can now visit with ease, encouraging a steady flow of visitors eager to immerse
themselves in the vibrant culture and warm hospitality of the country.

The return of LIAT 20 is also expected to have a positive economic impact, particularly for the
local hospitality, tourism, and transportation industries. Hotels, tour operators, and other
businesses that rely on tourism will benefit from the influx of regional visitors, which could help
revive the sector after challenging periods. By re-establishing regional connections, Trinidad
and Tobago is positioning itself as an accessible and desirable destination, ensuring that the
islands continue to thrive as a cornerstone of Caribbean tourism.



THE PRINCESS DIARIES: TRINIDAD WELCOMES TWO NEW VESSELS FROM PRINCESS CRUISES THE PRINCESS DIARIES: TRINIDAD WELCOMES TWO NEW VESSELS FROM PRINCESS CRUISES 

Trinidad recently welcomed two of the world’s most luxurious cruise ships, the Enchanted Princess and
the Majestic Princess, marking a significant moment for the country’s tourism industry. The arrival of
these impressive vessels signaled an exciting new chapter in Trinidad's growth as a premier cruise
destination in the Caribbean. As international visitors disembarked, the island's rich culture, vibrant
history, and stunning natural landscapes captivated a global audience, boosting tourism and creating
opportunities for local businesses to thrive.

Both ships brought thousands of passengers who were eager to explore what Trinidad had to offer.
From the bustling streets of Port of Spain to the picturesque Maracas Bay, the island offered a unique
blend of attractions that appealed to every type of traveler. Whether they sought an immersive
cultural experience, indulged in the culinary delights of local street food, or ventured into the lush
rainforests for an adventure, Trinidad provided an unforgettable experience for cruise ship visitors. The
arrival of these luxury ships not only highlighted Trinidad’s appeal as a tourist destination but also
reinforced its position as a key stop on the Caribbean cruise route.

The influx of cruise ship tourists provided a significant boost to the local economy. Businesses in the
hospitality, retail, and transportation sectors saw increased demand, and tour operators benefited from
offering new and exciting excursions to visitors. With the Enchanted Princess and Majestic Princess
making regular calls to Trinidad, the island was well on its way to becoming a hub for cruise tourism in
the region. This presented a unique opportunity for stakeholders in the tourism industry to enhance
their services and ensure that Trinidad left a lasting impression on visitors, encouraging repeat visits
and positive word-of-mouth marketing. As the cruise season progressed, Trinidad looked forward to
welcoming even more guests, reinforcing its status as a must-visit destination in the Caribbean.



WORLD COCOA AND 
CHOCOLATE DAY EXPO
WORLD COCOA AND 
CHOCOLATE DAY EXPO

Tourism Trinidad recently partnered with the University of
the West Indies (UWI) Cocoa Research Centre to celebrate
the rich heritage of cocoa production at the World Cocoa
and Chocolate Day Expo, held at the Mahatma Gandhi
Institute on 29 November, 2024. This event brought
together cocoa enthusiasts, industry experts, and local
producers to honor Trinidad and Tobago's esteemed
history in the cocoa industry while promoting the many
ways in which cocoa contributes to the country’s cultural
and economic landscape. The expo provided a unique
opportunity for both locals and international visitors to
explore the deep-rooted connection between the islands
and one of the world’s most beloved commodities.

As part of Tourism Trinidad’s commitment to highlighting
the nation’s diverse attractions, the event provided an
ideal platform to showcase the island's vibrant agricultural
heritage. The expo featured a wide range of activities,
including live demonstrations, cocoa tasting sessions, and
insightful talks from experts in the field. Tourism Trinidad’s
involvement underscored the importance of cocoa in the
country’s tourism offering, inviting both residents and
visitors to engage with the rich history of cocoa
cultivation, the production of fine chocolate, and the
innovative ways the industry is evolving.

By partnering with the UWI Cocoa Research Centre,
Tourism Trinidad emphasized the value of sustainable
tourism and the role of the agriculture and food sectors in
shaping the nation's tourism experience. The event also
provided a significant opportunity to promote cocoa-
related tourism experiences, such as farm tours, chocolate-
making workshops, and culinary adventures, that
showcase Trinidad and Tobago’s authenticity and
creativity. As the day concluded, participants walked away
with a deeper appreciation for the island’s cocoa legacy
and its growing potential as a key element in the nation’s
tourism offerings.



13



12





Source Market Arrivals %

U.S 44,557 50%

Caribbean 15,077 18%

Canada 10,391 12%

U.K 5,635 7%

Rest
  of the World 

10,672 13%

Total 83,332 100%

CATEGORY October November December

Trinidad 23,782 24,555 34,995

Tobago 955 1,277 1,611

Total 24,737 25,832 36,606

TOURISM STATISTICSTOURISM STATISTICS

TOURIST  ARRIVALS 
Source: Central Statistical Office

ARRIVALS BY MAIN SOURCE MARKETS FOR SEPTEMBER (TRINIDAD ONLY)  
Source: Central Statistical Office

October - December 2024



POV Arrivals %

VFR 22,898 27%

Leisure/Beach Vacation 13,363 16%

Incentive Vacation 6,949 8%

Business Convention 9,476 11%

Other (Wedding, Sport etc) 30,464 37%

Gender Arrivals %

Male 40,800 49%

Female 42,532 51%

TOURISM STATISTICSTOURISM STATISTICS

ARRIVALS BY GENDER

MAIN PURPOSE OF VISIT TO TRINIDAD
Source: Immigration Division of Trinidad and Tobago

Source: Immigration Division of Trinidad and Tobago

October - December 2024



Age Group Arrivals %

0-14 6,894 8%

15-24 6,904 8%

25-34 10,701 13%

35-44 14,337 17%

45-54 15,536 19%

55-64 15,977 19%

65 and over 12,983 16%

DEMOGRAPHICS

TOURISM STATISTICSTOURISM STATISTICS
August- September 2024

Source: Central Statistical Office (CSO)

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION DATA (OCT - DEC 2024)

OCCUPANCY RATE 54%

AVERAGE DAILY RATE (ADR) TT$1,144

REVENUE PER AVAILABLE ROOM TT$615


